
Internationalization of 
Higher Education: focus on 
cooperation initiatives and 

research.



UNIMED cooperation with Libya
Cooperation projects allowed UNIMED to engage with Libyan universities

Libya Restart

Internationalisation of Higher Education in the Mediterranean region - UfM Report

IBTIKAR project



Libya Restart (2020)
• Self-financed initiative

• Study and online conference with the support of the EU delegation in 
Libya

• 16 Libyan universities involved on 18 contacted

• Quantitave and qualitative analysis

• A research on the Libyan Higher Education system with focus on

 Governance and autonomy

 Quality assurance

 International cooperation

 Universitie in the society at large

• 13 recommendations for the future



Libya Restart recommendations



Internationalisation of Higher Education 
in the Mediterranean region - UfM Report



Recommendations & roadmap
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IBTIKAR
promotIng research and innovaTIon environment in 
the libyAn higher Education System

- Result of years of cooperation
- A follow-up action of the recommendations
- Prioritization of research
- Creation of institutional research agendas
- Reflection on a National Agenda for research over the long-term
- Networking and capacity building

The key is to improve the capacity and visibility of Libyan universities, giving relevance to their own 
areas of excellence, sharing ideas that can attract other partners to collaborate with Libya.



Research agenda – Outcomes of the working group

Request for clarification between reseach agenda and national 
research priorities

Involvement of external stakeholders – steering committee

Equipment and research

Collaboration 

Lack of Funding and needs for self-funding 



Inspiring practices – Outcomes of the working group
Collaboration with the private sector

Financial capacities

Relevance of strategic decisions and investment of resources

Lack of Funding and needs for self-funding 

Relevance of contamination and supporting the learning process
within the university

Policy dialogue



Some of our proposals

Mapping at institutional level of the existing socio-economic
environment

Mapping of IBTIKAR Universities experiences and competencies in 
tasks aimed at strenthening relationships with companies (open days, 
agreement, professional training, consultancy…)

Network of research centers

Brokerage events in the institutions 

National dissemination event with external stakeholders
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